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2021 Data Collection and Analysis
of the Korean Sign Language (KSL) Corpus

The purpose of this study is to provide a scientific and systematic
basis for research on Korean Sign Language by first developing five
new elicitation tasks, second collecting sign language data from
Gangwon-do, Gyeonggi-do, Jeollabuk-do, Gwangju, and Jeollanam-do
with 13 existing elicitation tasks and 5 newly developed elicitation
tasks, third by annotating and translating corpus data.

The newly developed five elicitation tasks are the ‘Hobby’ task,
'Vocabulary®  task, ‘Story of our Hometown’ task, 'Deaf
Anecdote’ task, and ‘Most Memorable Day’ task. The first four
tasks and a task called the 'Picture Story’ task have been used to
collect data, but the collected data of the 'Picture Story’ had to be
deleted due to copyright issues of the cards used in the ’Picture
Story’ task. Instead the task 'Most Memorable Day’ was newly
developed.

To secure the regional balance of the Korean Sign Language
Corpus data collection was conducted with 12 pairs of informants
each in Jeonbuk and Gangwon, two areas where only 4 pairs of
informants were collected in 2018. Data of 8 pairs of informants was
collected in Gyeonggi Province to increase the amount of data
collected in 2015, and data of 5 informant pairs were collected each
in Gwangju and Jeollanam-do. We collected data from 41 pairs that
mean 82 informants including one pair of informants as a backup for

each region. This contains 204 hours, 43 minutes, and 57 seconds of



data in total.

We annotated data of the elicitation task 'H-subject areas’ collected
in Seoul and translated data from the same task collected in the
Gyeongnam area. The Seoul data in form of 5 video files contain
gloss annotations and annotations on the meaning tier which are a
total of 123 minutes and 10 seconds and count 22,384 tokens.

There were a total of 204 new types that appeared in the gloss
annotation process, such as EXTREMELY1, SUITABLE3, and
CHUNGJEONGRO-STATIONI1. Semantic annotations contain the
meaning in context for 19,225 tokens whereby index signs, [###],
[%], and [@ were excluded from semantic annotation]. The translated
data of the Gyeongnam region 'H task’ contains 107 minutes and 40

seconds of 5 video files.

Keywords: Korean Sign Language, KSL research, KSL corpus, annotation
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160 | counting hand3 | SZ 2= counting hand Efgld HE = S5
S|
161 OJE1 SE 2= OJE1
162 | OldeX1 | SE U= | 0|l
163 JELE S S=E 2= Oled =241
164 SHO[ A& TH S5 A= HHO[ & 2H
165 =31 S5 2= =31
166 SH=E9 S5 2= SH=9
167 SO0|HCI2 S5 2= SO0{SICH2
168 x| =21 S5 2= X[ =1
169 X| =3t S5 A= =35iCt2 Elgll B4 = S8
170 72 S5 2= Sy
171 HYE{ X C}H S5 &= 2LC}3 EllE #HE = S5
172 T &t5H K| CH S5 &= HEts x|CH
2) ME5E(5% 871 9 2HA) gy 2=
e EllS= S H|D
1 =7ICH3 s5 27t [&7|CH]
2 =37 s=5 =7t SIS
3 A2 == =y —féﬂ’i*. o|o|E x| U2
HESHA| O} #H#HOE X2
4 ~=1 s5 27t [~ol=1]t
5 counting hand1 sSE =71 [counting hand
6 counting hand? s=5 27} [counting hand
7 counting hand3 sSE 27} [counting hand
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H|<*Al: [counting hand]
[counting hand &I, [counting hand ‘=
S A [EH1]

H|<*M|: [counting hand]
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